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Goudge, Elizabeth Coward-McCann 
e, PILGRIM'S INN $3.00 / 
* This is enchantment- for those who loved herCity of Bells and Island Magic, 


Here again she has beguiling children- here again she has that fey quality of reflection 
wihout over-sentimentalizing the “trailing clouds of glory". At times her conversation 
tends to be a bit esoteric; at other times burdened down with trappings of learning. 

But in the main it is a charming and appealing story of the disentanglement of tangled 
lives. The central characters are members of the sprawling Bliot clan- with special 
focus on George, stolid but good; his lovely wife, Nadine; his brilliant actor-cousin 
David with whom Nadine is in love; the five small children; their matriarchal grand- 
mother; her spinster daughter, and clergyman son; and the dominant spirit of two houses, 
Damerosehay, which will eventually belong to David, and the Pilgrim's Inn where the 
George Eliots settle down to run it as a sort of special survival of the tradition of 
the “pilgrim's inn". Then there are the Adairs, Sally and her artist father, and the 
strange compulsion that meshes their lives with the Eliots; and the Mehonys, whose 
tragedy finds surcease and solution in the peace of the Herb of Grace. A lovely book. 


A DARK HORSE 





March- a.) 2 tn ¢ 


Godden, Rumer Viking 
A CANDLE FOR ST, JUDE $2.75 
° Not yet a securely wide market- but a discerning one, will welcome this tumult- 
uous, gay, joyous, temperamental, stormy, violent story of 24 hours in Madame Holbein's 
, school of the ballet in London- a story that reveals unexpected dramatic qualities in 
50 the versatile and gifted Rumer Godden. Though never yieldirg the center of the stage, 


held inexorably by Madame, through clash of temperaments, swift changes of loyalties, 
cross sectioning Madame and her pupils, her employees, her graduate students, one gets 
brief and vivid glimpses of the personalities; Miss Ilse, her devoted companion, seeking 
to make Madame realize that she is no longer young; Mr. Felix, orchestra leader; Lion 
end Caroline, pledged to wider fields but returning for the fiftieth anniversary per- 
formance; the students, from little Lollie, terrified of her first audition, to Hilda, 
@& young Madame recreated, and for that reason disliked, suspected, feared, while her 
genius wins reluctant recognition. There is romance here- a revealing picture behind 
the scenes in that closed, charmed circle which balletomanes adore. But even for 
others, this is a story to charm and delight you by one of the great stylists of to- 
day. A new imprint brings new focus on a writer meriting a widening market. 
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Special Mention 


The new Margaret Millar- IT’S ALL IN THE FAMILY. (Random House) ts a. pleasant account of 
pre-adolescence; Edith Pargeter's BY THIS STRANGE FIRE (Reynal & Hitchcock) ts dramatic 
romancing; and for the men, Hammond Innes!’ GALE WARNING (Harper) provides high octane. 


adventure. 


February 4 


Cobb, John Harper 
THE GESTURE $2.75 


Suave, sophisticated reportage, in the words of a cynical ground officer, of 
a few months at an American bomber base in England. Whipple capitalized on a combat 
injury to keep him safely on the ground, and there he played unofficial buffer and 
morale-builder between administration and men. His charge, Major Harris, was an ideal- 
ist, with no combat experience, the only man in the A.A.F. who knew what he was fighting 
for. Whipple covered up his blunders, interceded with the men, but couldn't prevent 
Major Harris’ final grand gesture to enforce democracy by billeting a Negro officer 
with the white men. His last defiant act was to insist on flying a suicide mission 
planned for the squadron... The story of an Army misfit, in fast and fast-paced prose. 


February 10 


Verdier, Edward | Ziff-Davis 
THE SUN AND THE BARROW ; $3.75 


From the turn of the century to pre-World War days, this is a long, plot-rich 
novel of e little French boy who became a famous artist. After a terrorized, repressed - 
childhood, Paul Landreau runs away at fourteen, starts a life of adventure and romance 
that takes him to New York, Chicago, Paris, and back to the coast to retire a success. 

As an art student in New York he meets the girl he eventuall; marries but not until after | 
@ youthfully happy marriage, a long, tortured affair with a nymphomanic model, does he - 
realize that he loves Cathy... Competently plotted- for high-grade rentals. 


February—20 3) s 


Kaup, Elizabeth Dewing Appleton-Cent 
REPEAT WITH LAUGHTER $2.5. 


The repetitious and preposterous saga of Nellie Gail, song and dance girl bo. | 
in 1877, who tours the circuits with moderate success until she is 49 and breaks into a 
legit. At that point she has been married twice and her daughter Kate is graduating fro. 
college. Mistaken by an old timer for her daughter, Nellie realizes she still looks 30, 
claims to be Kate's sister. Success on Broadway is followed by marriage to a socially r a 
prominent 23-year old, by whom she bears Ellen. Shortly after he is killed, Nellie breaks — 
into movies, and never aging or tiring, Nellie wows 'em with plays, movies, tours and : | 
broadcasts. As Ellen is 23, she is unwillingly inveigled by her mother to make a stage 
debut, and from there on Nellie, at 73, will switch identities with Ellen and no doubt 
remain 30, beautiful and talented forever. A previous book was Not for the: Meek, 
(Macmillan) a Literary Guild selection. 








. January 15, 1948 Fiction’ 
March 3” VO 


Hitrec, Joseph George Harper 
SON OF THE MOON $3.00 


A detailed, slew-paced story of a high-caste Hindu youth in the late 30's 
in Bombay, super-sensitive to a Rajput heritage and colonial status, and his own at- 
tempt to westernize India. Against a background of communal strife, famine, Hindu tra- 
dition, etc., the author weaves a novel around Vijay, an Anglicized Indian with a love 
of flying and a passion to bring modern aviation to internal India. This is also the 
story of his struggle within himself and with his friends and family, the clash be- 
tween the Indian background and English acquired tastes and ideals, and finally his 
marriage to a Hindu girl who shows him how to meet his countrymen half-way. An ambi- 
tious undertaking, reminiscent of Passage: to, India, which lags however under the weight 
‘of inert materiel. Uanfov five au - 


a lat 
March 5 +//4 4) 210 


Allis, Marguerite Putnam = ¢ 
LAW OF THE LAND $3.00 2 | 


Marguerite Allis, while not a skilled novelist, maneges to imbue her stories 
and characters with a convincipg sense of place and time (Connecticut,100 years ago), 
and to introduce little known facets of national life and history. ‘this story is built 
on conditions of the times, when women were mere chattels of their men and had no legal 
rights. The Barlows may have represented an extreme case, with Saul, resentful of his 
father's will, determined to get his sister's inheritance, and eventually forcing an 
unpalatable marriage on her. But Bella has strengths she had not recognized, wins an r 
ally in Saul's frightened wife, and finds the man she loves. The chapter devoted to the | 
long journey to Rochester and the initial Women’s Rights Convention gives added flavor 
though it seems to weigh the research angle of the story unduly. 


9 Random House 


Millar, Margaret 
¥ F)24 $2.50 


IT'S ALL IN THE FAMILY y(. es 


* The pre-adolescent saga of Priscilla of the over-vivid imagination, and her 
younger sister Becky, of a more practical if easily influenced disposition. Father 
whose omniscience has gaps of incomprehension; Mother whose flutterings disguise a firm 
control; Grandfather who never fails as deus ex; Ena with her goiter, Harry and Delbert 
and the excitements of the kitchen; tramps, animals, neighbors (the lest of whom Father 
must never disturb); Woodlawn Avenue in all its respectability and quietness and the 
impact of the family explosions on it- this is a warming background to Priscilla's dis- 
covery of the world of grown-ups. A pre-era-junior-miss touch, and e warming harum- i 
scarum atmosphere make a childhood postview of great appeal- humor and personal delight. — 


March 11 


Cook, Fannie Doubleday 
STORM AGAINST THE WALL Gil 
Ceo 


This hasn't quite the emotional value of Mrs. Palmer's. Honey perhaps because 


the focus is less intense, spread over three generations and forty odd years in the lives | 


of a German-Jewish family in St. Louis. Hans Kleinman has nothing material to pass on 
to his son Marc, except his intense idealism, his indifference to material symbols, his 
loyalty and devotion to his family~ and his questioning of traditional mores. His very 
Jewishness is the result of meeting discrimination, rather than any conviction of race 
or creed, but with Marc, both wars and the years between sharpen his awareness of social | 
conscience, responsibility, even when it along @ split in the household. Throughout, | 


* 
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despite the temporary separation, there is an island of strength and peace in his and 
Hallie's love. Through the wide reaches of the family, you see almost every type of — 
Jew- and Jewishness. Fannie Cook takes lance in hand, wields it against various t oil 
of discrimination, Negro as well.as Jew, social, economic, within the ranks of Jews 
and Gentiles alike. Better written than rs. Palmer's Honey, but with less impact. 































March 11 


McCormick, Jay Doubleday 
NIGHTSHADE s 
Bee, 


An intelligent, intense, effective (if often at the expense of sensational- © 
ism) story of two young men, of the destruction of one by the possessive, pitiless a 
love of his grandmother. This tells of Hugh Malory, a solitary except for his friend=~ 
ship for Red Tierney, a writer, Hugh who lives in the fear of his neurotic nature and | 
his grandmother, Mrs. Ferguson. Tierney, who provides-the balance for Hugh's insta- 
bility, is indirectly the cause of his breakdown as Rachel, with whom Tierney had j 
slept, uses Hugh as a medium for revenge, frames him in a charge of assault and rape, — 
and Mrs. Ferguson has him committed, in an asylum where, while he is confined, she : 
retains’ her control. Insane at the last, Hugh escapes and commits suicide, leaving 
Mrs. Ferguson to face her final retribution...There are combustible components here, 
and for publio libraries, a fair amount of basic English, but the whole provides 
strongly sustained reading. 


March 15 


Jones, Guy and Constance Random House — 
THERE WAS A LITTLE MAN $2.50 | 


From a not too prepossessing start, this develops into a gentle comedy of 
what happens when an American advertising man, on the verge of achieving the success 
he has always sought, meets a leprechaun in Ireland. Fitzgerald has more than his 
share of luck in his career because of his kindness to Horace, but Horace follows his © 
benefactor to America and proceeds to work things out the way he knows is best for 4 
Fitzgerald- upsets Fitzgerald's fiancee- causes him to sell his house in Connecticut- — 
produces the girl from Ireland and wakes Fitzgerald up to the phony values he has : 
been pursuing. Some digs at American standards and practices keep up the tone of 
quiet satire and blended entertainment. 


March 16 


Pargeter, Edith Revaat 6 Hitchcesk 
BY THIS STRANGE FIRE 


* A story within a story, and of two centuries, this subdues the melodram 
with the metaphysical, provides high-keyed romantic entertainment. Claire Falchic 
cold and successful by external standards as wife, mother and writer, leaves Lond¢ 
at the death of her husband, retreats from the world and into another world in a 
lonely country house, Long Coppice, undisturbed save for the attentions of Charles 
Kenton, a bachelor, and his nephew, Jonty, who fall in love with her. There she 
writes, almost as if by possession, of the tragedy centuries ago which took place 
Long Coppice when Salathiel Drury was accused of witchcraft and hung. Still unde 
the spell of Drury, with whom Claire falls in love, she is forced back into the 
present as Jonty, for love of Claire, shoots his uncle- and the new tragedy deletes 
the old... With its period mounting, strong narrative and emotional interest, this: 
should appeal to women. 
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Boyce, Burke 
MISS MALLETT $2.75 


Embodying the history of schoolteaching since 1905, Miss Mallett represents the 
tiead of pedagogy - in her determination to develop the spark of learning in her pupils 
rather than provide them with the gimmicks and decorations of education. Emily Mallett- 
ready to give up teaching- is caught by an Italian boy's appreciation of a small gesture 
of hers and decides to stick with her enforced profession, and follows the developments in 
teaching practices only. to realize that none of them stem from the inner drive of the 
real teacher. Her inability to compromise her integrity wrecks her romance. Miss Mallett 
sees teachers, pupils, come and go, stays on until her retirement, then, barely existing 
on her pension, sets out to look up her favorite pupil- only to be disappointed in his 
conformity- but realizing that his son is carrying on the enthusiasm for learning.... 

The sober quality of Miss Susie: Slagle's- with some of its sentiment- but with a more 
immediate interest in the agitation about schoolteachers today, this is a sedately inter- 


esting story. 


Van De Water, Frederic Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
REIWCTANT REBEL $3.50 


A stalwart novel of the Green Mountain Boys, their activities against the re- 
apportionment of the New Hampshire Grants which led to their participation in the revolt 
against the King. Particularly of Adam Corlaer who had little interest in parties or 
politics and whose peaceful, personal trip to Canada by way of his lands in the Grants led © 
to his involuntarily becoming a part of the fight- first on one side, then on the other. 
Because of his love for Felicity. he was unable to stay out of the insurgents’ meetings, 
because of his inheritance he was suspected by them as a spy, but eventually because of 
his belief in Ethan Allen and the rights of the settlers he became a definite actor in 4 
their struggle to hold their land and in their fight for their rights. It is not Felicity, | 
who turns Tory, but young Delight who proves to be his real love, and it is his country, 
‘young and brawling, that wins his devotion. Very derring-do, very lusty, this is @ 
»~panorama of the days of revolt among real, colorful pioneers. 


Harper 


Innes , Hammond 
GALE WARNING _-$2.50 

* By a British correspondent with this year'sFire. In The Snow to his credit, and 
from a serialization in the Post, this sets a new high in action adventure, misses no 
angles for excitement and entertainment on a@ popular, predominantly masculine, level. As 
told by Corporal Jim Vardy, this is the story of the Trikkala which left Murmansk in 1945 
with a cargo of silver, a Captain- Halsey- with a rumored reputation of piracy, and a 
girl, Jennifer Sorrel. Staging a sinking of his ship, Halsey murders his crew with the 
exception of Vardy, Bart, and Jennifer who defy his orders, cut loose a’raft. Tried back 
in England and convicted of mutiny, Vardy and Bart escape Dartmoor when they hear that 
Halsey is heading a treasure-raising expedition from the reputedly sunk 7rikkala. With 
Jennifer, and with her boat, they head for Maddon's Island off Spitzbergen where the 
WTrikkala lies hidden, engage in a fighting finish with Halsey, salvage the silver and 
clear their names... The high charge of hazard here is toned down by the smoothness of 


handling making this surely readable (rentable as well). 


Macken, Walter Viking 
QUENCH THE MOON ~“ “$3.00 


: A Simple, lyrical novel of Ireland, with both a colloquial and spiritual quality, 
and of the painful, tortuous progress to manhood of a young idealist. In bare outline, 
this is the story of Stephen O'Riordan of Connemara who worshipped his dead mother for 


ae 
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her intelligence and hated his father for his coarse cruelty. And with the same violence, 
he loved Kathleen and hated her brother. Moments of tranquility were found with a poacher 
who taught him to fish and to hunt, and with his books and his writing. In the end his 
passions destroyed him, as Kathleen- pregnant- is drowned by her brother, and Stephen 
avenges her murder but dies in so doing. A novel of emotional extremes, but with the 
simplicity and directness of a natural vitality which is softened by the beauty and the 
sensitivity of the prose. Of critical interest to a small public. 


March 18 


Rinehart 


Goss, John Mayo 
THIS MAGNIFICENT WORID $2.75 

A story of escape, of a secret that drove a man to insanity, for Ridsel Craig, 
romantic, quixotic, youthful poseur, marries Denise, after a happy affaire. Getting a 
job in Paris, unwilling to expose her to the hard sophistication of his hometown circle, 
he is shocked into a state of apprehension when he learns that she is fourplus, third 
degree syphilitic, needing constant medical attention in the hopes that she will never 
become insane. Forced to return to Illinois, he and Denise withdraw to the family farm 
where a visit from his doctor brother completes the unbalance that the time of worry, emo- 
tional dependence on Denise has been building up. Taken to the State Hospital, Rid’s cure 
is slow but finally earns him a trip to town to see Denise, but the visit sends him back to 
the Hospital for refuge. It is an old malingerer who opens his eyes to his weaknesses, 
strengthens him in his determination to conquer the wrld he must face. Hemingway over- 
tones in the desperate romance, telling impact in the human terms of the social disease, 
and a sympathetic understanding of the eccentricities of character. Disputable, readable. 


March 22 


: Stevens, Louis Prentice-Hall 
DAYS OF PROMISE $3.50 


A vast, sprawling novel of four generations from the Civil War to this war, of 
topical rather than historical interest, this chronicles the MacAllister family and gives . 
an over-all review of America's growth. There is the Virginia-born father who fought in the © 
Union Army on Grant's staff; Kate, his wife, who went to the Kansas frontier; and their child: 
ren, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. There is a Quatres Arts ball, the McKinley E 
campaign, the Spanish-American war, Roosevelt's Rough Riders, newspaper work in Paris, 
Russia, the first World War, Jim Crowiem in the South, the rise of Nazism, etc. The family © 
fans out in time and place to participate, in a minor way, in most of the significant events 
and with most of the significant personalities of the last hundred years. And too= the | 
author deals with the personal, creating some memorable characters as he traces their ro- 
mantic and professional careers. Another attempt at the “great American Novel” which rates 


as a far above average rental. 
. ae: 5S 


Hansford-Johnson, Pamela Macmillan 
AN AVENUE OF STONE $3.50 


A fairly well done character study of Helena, aging British upper-class (by 
marriage only) widow, told by her admiring stepson Claud. Set in the present, the picture 
of Helena- placed against the dreary national scene and drearier people in her life- is 
that of a warm, life-loving woman. John Field, a casual army acquaintance brought home by 
Claud, assumes intense importance in the life of Helena as she bullies, drives and mothers. — 
hin, refuses to let him go. John's escape, first to another older woman, then in marriage, — 
makes her realize that she is at the end of the "last important experience of her life” a 
and she looks to Claud for companionship. An undramatically presented piece of work, heavy — 
at times, for only moderate rentals and sales. 2 : 
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March-23 4/20 


Sheriff, R.C. Macmillan 
ANOTHER YEAR $3.50 


The author ofJourney's: End should have his dramatic values more surely in hand; 
the author of Chedworth (1944) seemed to have a better sense of rounding out a story;now 
in Another Year, he has told a sentimental, unreal tale marred by an other-worldly point 
of view about a clergyman's mission of redemption- and by a completely phony picture of 
Hollywood. Matthews was sixty and afraid the comforts of his rural parish would lull to 
sleep the conscience that urged him to fulfill his role as rector of a London slum parish. 
Taking over one, he found everything even worse than he expected; a handful formed the 
congregation among thousands who were godless. And outside, he tried to pierce the in- 
difference of his district. Out of this, came the chance of Hollywood for his daughter, 
beautiful and dumb- too dumb even for Hollywood. She failed, but her father made a hit, 
but eventually he rejects Hollywood to accept his role of minister to his flock. At the 
end, he is left with only his good will intact. Not even a good book on the side of the 
angels as it ignores the needs of the parishioners he criticizes. 


March 25 


Post, Mary Brinker Doubleday 
ANNIE JORDAN $2~60 7, 7U 


A story of Seattle's waterfront, at the turn of the century- a story with the 
ingredients that make for good rentals- but with too obvious a pattern for more critical 
tastes. Annie Jordan, born on the waterfront, passionate, spirited, fearless, meets and 
loves Hugh Deming who belongs on The Hill, and Hugh, too traditional, marries first- 
family Emily Carlton. His marriage- and Annie's to good, reliable Ed- go their appoint- 
ed ways, until tragedy smashed Annie's marriage, and widowed, childless, she goes back 
to the waterfront she knew. At her death, Hugh knew again that for him there had been 
no one else... Romantic melodrama, on a superficial level, but competent in handling, 
authentic in background, except for occasional modernisms that strike a wrong note. 
Rentals chiefly. 


Stone, Weldon Rinehart 
DEVIL TAKE A WHITTLER $2.75 


* Strikingly and refreshingly different, happily combining, with a lilting humor 
and an earthy lustiness, folklore, fact and fantasy, this is a timeless story placed in 
the Ozark hills. Lem Skaggs, a barefoot whittler and friend of old Nick, woos and wins 
Myra Johnson, the schoolteacher's well-shoe-d and religious daughter, by whittling for 
her an entire house and its furnishings. Their wedding, a pagan rite atop a hill, pro- 
mulgated by old Nick with his flute, finished by the parson with handcuffs in lieu of 
wedding rings, is rivaled only by the birthnight revels of the Skaggs several years 
later when Lem and Myra have a year-old son, and the devil “tootles" a jig, the baby 
stands up and calls the figures and all are "tootled” up the mountain to the wild clan 
festival. This is not mere whimsy, but is reminiscent of God's Little Acre, Dark of 
the: Moon. Even though unconventional, at times frank for certain tastes, it should find © 


& special market. 


Westmacott, Mary Rinehart 
THE ROSE AND THE YEW TREE $2.75 


Another romance- this time with political implications- of John Gabriel from 
St. Loo, physically courageous, and gently born Isabella whose future had always been 
linked with the foreign born young Lord St. Loo. A first person story, told by Hugh 
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Norreys, first in love with tortured Jennifer, then with Isabelle too, that reveals the 
qualities which made Gabriel the Conservative political choice in a between-wars elec- 
tion. But it was Isabella who, to help Gabriel win, solved a social problem to every- 
one's satisfaction- politically- and then proceeded to upset the moral applecart by 
going off with Gabriel- under all gossip and supposition. And it was not until Isabella 
offered her life for Gabriel's in a middle European country that he realized it was for 
love and nothing else that she had followed him... Footnotes of social and political 
tensions of the pre-this-War years to accentuate a caste conscious affair, told with 
some velvet touches. Upper rentals- along with incurables. 




















































March 26 


Clewes, Howard Dutton 
"THUS AM I SLAYN® $3.00 


A sensitive, detached novel of a small group of partisans, in Austria, during 
the recent war, which récalls Hemingway's For Whom The Bell Tolls in its considered ap- 
proach, the sharp, sure treatment of setting and situations, and the ability to create 
memorable, well-realized characters. Young Englishman Bullivant is parachuted into 
enemy territory to contact the ten local partisans and direct the blowing of the reser- 
voir to be timed with Allied attack, But there he only meets a philosophical, list- 
less acceptance of the status quo and in time loses his own sense of duty. A journal- 
ist parachutes in and forces the attack, forces the sure slaughter of the partisan 
group, and in the end regrets his own selfishness. The author here pits an ardent, 
young idealist and an unscrupulously ambitious young man against. a group of self-suf- 
ficient realists. Mature, well written, displaying considerable talent. For a select 
market. 


March 2? 


Caren, Ellen Greenberg 
MIRABELLE | - $3.00 


A truly intense romance- the story of the great, devouring and demanding love 
between Mirabelle, young, beautiful and talented French actress, and Colja Parin, famous = 
Russian sculptor- married to psychotic Jany- in Vienna. They meet, they part, they love, a 
they LIVE. Yet Colja cannot divorce Jany, daughter of his penefactor, for fear she will | 
kill herself as she had threatened- although their 13 years of marriage had been lived ‘ 
in separate households. Mirabelle fears this indication of weakness in Colja, but 
finally forces him to write Jany for a divorce. News of her death arrives the next day 
catalyzing the inevitable rift in the too-perfect romance. Sultry, often lyrically 
flambent, the book, just as the love, consumes itself in its own fire. Rentals. 


Goldkopf, David Harper 
HILLS ON THE HIGHWAY 3)3) ! $2075 
; 3af 
Of New England Leonard Hartley, who after three and a half years of the war, 
and a previous job in a department store, decides to write. With his sculptor wife, 
they sound out the many avenuesto success in their chosen fields, but it is Leonard who 
is the sounding board for the conflicting beliefs of his friends... Homer Young, juven- . 
ile writer, Wally Clark, commercial artist, Jaqueline Lurent, hat designer, Jon Melzik, 
Czech expressionist painter, these contribute to Leonard's mental rat race as he re- 
fuses to write of other than his war experiences, as he encounters more and more econ- 
omic pressure. Making use of his department store experiences, he clicks on a character © 
story that sells- and has his success turn bitter with the suicide of one of his friends ~ 
... A dissection of the social clashes today that explores the pulls and obstacles of 
the artistic world. Wordily argumentative, this, if sincere, is holding for only the 
most serious reader. 
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ABOUT TO BE PUBLISHED 





Campbell, Grace Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
FRESH WIND BLOWING $2.75 



















A couple of removes above pop romance this pleasing story of Kari‘'s love for 
English Jeff which survived even the reports of his death in action. Kari finds her 
hardwon peace through her job in a flowershop, her small circle of friends and through  - 
a finding the best in the people she meets. With two beaux to see her through, she still it 
2 waits for definite proof that Jeff is gone, and it is an old friend from her Western a 
. Canadian home who brings her the news of Jeff's escape from death, his safety and the ‘8 
scarring and maiming he has undergone. Kari, with plans for the future, leaves to 
join Jeff in England. A bit more than surface storytelling, this gives some picture of 
the problems and situations in Canada during the war years, adds a touch of spiritual 
values to its story. Excellent for conservatives. (1/21) 


E Warren, Robert Penn Harcourt, Brace 
& THE CIRCUS IN THE ATTIC $3.00 


ay te 


4 Kentucky and Tennessee provide the background for most of the fourteen stories 

4 that make up this collection - a sort of between the wars Winesburg, Ohio - or perhaps 
“ a even closer in the types of characters and situations to a prose Spoon River Antholo- a 
. & - gy. The title story and Prime Leaf are novelettes, - the first dealing with the dream - 
. life of a frustrated man whose one excursion into adventure in his boyhood, when he ran i 
away to join a circus, is immortalized through his subsequent dull life, dominated by J 
women, in the building of the circus in the attic. The twelve short stories are sketches, ~ 
character bits, impressions, community cross sectioning, - stories that have been publi- . 
shed over seventeen years by the Pulitzer Prize winner, author of All The King's Men. b 


(1/22) 
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IF A BOoDY.... 






March 16 





Kutak, Rosemary Farrar, Straus 
I AM THE CAT $2.50 








Marc Castleman, Army psychiatrist, tangles with psychosomatic and financial 
mis-leads as a maladjusted musician, his accident-prone sister, and an allergic - all 
with a trust fund in common - die. Marc, his personal and professional record at stake, 
combines medical and criminal evidence to close the case. Entertaining, if pretty con- 
veniently planned and not up to her first, Darkness of Slumber (Lippincott, 1944). 

















March 17 o/ ; ; 
Brean, Herbert : Morrow 
WIIDERS WALK AWAY $2.50 f | 
* A well written whodunit with an original, but perhaps a bit too generous , plot. 






A young newsphotographer assigned to a story on Wilders Lane, a Vermont Williamsburg, 

learns something of antiques and solves the mystery of who "Other people die of mumps, Or 
general decay, Of fever, chills or other ills, But Wilders walk away". With. the aid of an 
old Revolutionary journal, a potato bin, and some almost too brilliant deductions, the 

legend of supernatural shenanigans, which has been the .Wilders' from early times until | 
“the present when Ellen, the youngest Wilder, walks out of the house never to be seen again, | 
is dispelled. Holds together and should satisfy all fans. 
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March 18 


e Woolrich, Cornell ; 
RENDEZVOUS IN BLACK $2.00 


Fancier, to fabricated, touches in the story of Johnny Marr who loses his girl, 
and the five rendezvous with revenge which followed as - through the women they loved (or 
should have loved) - five men are to suffer. Cameron, of the police, alone interrelates 
the deaths which follow meaninglessly, patternlessly, fails in his preventive, protective. — 
measures to avert a last crime. For wc: rather than stricter tastes in crime fictions 
March 20 \/ 


Sarsfield, Maureen Coward -McCann 
A PARTY FOR LAWTY , $2.50 of 


If what you want is plenty of happenings - two violent deaths, two attacks, a 
disappearance, lights fading, wires cut, queer sounds, hysteria, suspicion and all bath- 
ed in an alcoholic haze - here's a sort of caricature of The. Circular Staircase: in mod- 
ern dress - or undress. Better in the build-up than in the breakdown, but keeps you 
reading. And the setting - a half empty snowbound inn, a Scotland Yard Inspector ac- 
cidentally a guest among an odd assortment of guests, offers plenty of chance for melo- 
drama with all the trimmings. 


March-?% 4) :2 


Linklater, J. Lane M.S. Mill 
THE BISHOP'S CAP $2.50 


& Silas Booth - and Gus and Daisy - and more California caperings that irritate 
irrascible Lt. Musset of the police as they close in on the case of a cactus nursery, 
a divorcee and her daughter,- and,of course, murders. Slightly irregular, slightly off- 
center Perry Masonish, Booth ties up his case with no liabilities as he pins the crimes 
where they should be. For the unexacting. 


Mareh-??— 3/17 ¥ 


Treat, Lawrence | Morrow 
F AS IN FLIGHT iY $2.50 


* Roundabout, retrospective narration heighten the momentum in the story of 
Norma when she is arrested for the murder of the husband she hated and pitied, Her 
childlike attractions win the sympathy of investigating Lt. Decker but do not deflect 
him from his duty. Pete, whom she loves, tries to cover for her until finally, when 
she is released, Norma makes her complete confession to him and the law. The practised 
technique, sustained interest give this its superiority. ? 


‘Van Vogt, Alfred E. hy = Simon & Schuster 
THE WORID OF A —O¢d— 7/5 $2500-tF 


Superscience fiction of the world of 2560 in which there is a cosmic chess - aa 
game to rule the world solar system and because of which Gosseyn is the pawn of both sides. — 
Amnesia makes him danger to null-A, the party attempting to attack Venus, the discovery 4 
of his extra brain, the proof he gives of immortality, shows he alone can circumvent the 
mastermind behind the plot for power, and, after a stellar battle, a pursuing female, 
hairbreadth escapes, he finds an unexpected end to his search. Hare and hounding through ~~ 
the world of the future, this is adventure well decorated with superpsychiatry and advan- | 
ced scientific developments. Science Jargon for @ thriller. oa 
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Thin Start for New Year 






- Literally, not a. Must Book in the lot. Not a Dark Horse on which we'd take a gamble.. 
4 © Qne:book for Special Mention, Frances Warfield's COTTON IN MY EARS. (Viking) may get 
eS avery special kind of popularity. But most of these. books are specialized or self- 
evident .as to market- or easily forgotten. 






































February 2 


rae eS Oe 


= | | Rollinson, John K. Caxton 
} : - WYOMING CATTLE TRAILS $5.00 


An historical anthology of Oregon cattle, cattlemen, cowboys and the routes 
_ into Wyoming and Montana, a collection based on source material, individual experience 
: records, letters, personal records of the 1880's, and so on. There are introductory 
chapters on the cattle blood lines, on the cowboy, and cook and wagon boss, the cavvy, 
4 the associations, and the individual stories follow these preliminaries. There are ad- 
- ventures on & first trip along the Texas trail into Oregon, from Oregon to Montana, 
7 backwards and forwards on the Oregon Trail} there are stories of the cow-ponies,rangers, | 
| @ rustlers; there is the geography of the cattle trails and the development of the in- f 
: dustry in the North. A specialized aspect of Western history. pe 


: February 4 i 
9 Lever, E.J. & Goodell, Francis Harper 
4 LABOR MANAGEMENT COOPERATION . $2.50 : 


The authors, ‘inti @ background of experience with the Joint Production 
SS Committees during the war, show how management and the workers, generally unions, can 

work together for inoreased production, lower profits, greater earnings for both em- 
ployer and employee. The organization of a Joint Production Committee is described; 3 
plan and procedure analyzed; as well as methods of obtaining cooperation between ex- P 
ecutive and worker, how to stimulate constructive and creative thinking,- how it helps a 
to train and guide the industrial worker,- how to develop team work. The tendency since | 
the end of the war has been for management to assume more and more credit for war pro- a 
duction,and this book helps to reinstate the contribution made by Joint Production Com- 4 
4 mittees,and to project: the authors' faith in today's and tomorrow's application of. 
lessons learned. 
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Derleth, August Creative Age 
| THE MILWAUKEE ROAD $4.00 


An exhaustive account, third in the Railroads of America. Series, of the hun- . 
dred year history of The Milwaukee that accents the national prominence, signal services, 
regional as well as continental importance of the line. The story of its origins, early 
operation, its rapid rise and the revision of its management under Alexander: Mitchell, 
its westward expansion, and the many changes the years have brought; the story, too, of 
the men who guided its course. From personal knowledge as well as wide research, Der- 
leth has given a solid but interesting report on an individual segment of railroad 
history. Appendices, bibliography, index. 
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February 13 











Shane, Dr. Sylvan Creative Age 4 
OUT OF THIS WORLD $2.00 4 












Probably the poorest of the books that have appeared on the subject of anes- 
thesia, this is also the briefest, presenting - on a highly simplified level (Dr. Payn- 
less, Dr. Stork etc.) the various types of anesthetic today, dispelling any fears you 4 
may harbor. The author, the Director of Anesthesiology at South Baltimore General Hospi- | 
tal, tells just what you may experience under certain types of anesthesia, why the par- ~ 
ticular method may have been selected, and covers the principal painkillers,- ether, 
penthothal, avertin, cyclopropane, curare, novocain, spinals, locals - on to hypnosis 
and the more recent caudal analgesia. Not all the disadvantages, dangers, and rather 
dubious virtues of some of these drugs are indicated, making this of questionable 


medical as well as popular value. 






























February 16 


Scribner 


Coleman, R.V. 
THE FIRST FRONTIER $3.75 
A straight, over-all history, in the early discovery, exploration and coloni- 

zation stages, of North America and particularly the United States. The time covered 
is from Coronado and De Soto to the mid-17th century as the colonies reach an era of 
comparative benevolence under Charles II. Here are the early Spanish explorations in 
Floride, on the Mississippi and the Rio Grande, and the advent of the English under 

e Drake and Gilbert, Raleigh, Waymouth; the early colonies in Virginie, Massachusetts, 
and the land grants to Lords Baltimore and York; the fight between Spain and England 
for the colonies, the religious persecution and rivalry, the struggle with the Indians 
and with nature. Pure history on the level of top drawer textbook- but with enough of 
interest in the adventure level to appeal to that market for true adventure.Illustrated. 


March 4 


Children's Welfare Doubleday 
Federation of NYC $2.00 
CHILD CARE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


In book form, the 400 questions most often asked about the care and handling 
of children from birth to six years, as answered by a committee of doctors (no names of 
national value). If some of the questions here indicate a rather low educational- and 
presumably financial level- the responses are generous, liberal, in point of view, re- 
liable medically, and concise. Topically arranged, you will find information about 
growth and physical development, routine care (bathing, clothing, airing), feeding and 
new foods, training, nursery school and play equipment, posture, so called bad habits, 
behaviour problems, medical care (eyes, ears, teeth, down to specific illnesses). A 
basic book, by no means comprehensive, but perhaps sufficient for a not-too-informed 
market. (The national availability, popularity and the moderate cost - in Pocket Book 
edition- of the Spock book almost obviates even that audience.) 


e 


Reither, Joseph-£d, Doubleday A 
& MASTERWORKS OF HISTORY | 1? $5.00 Y © 


Here- in one volume- is a veritable historical library, in a digest of eleven 
great classics of history. Of the eleven, one ventures to guess that practically any 
cross section of readers, familiar with names of great historians and great histories, — 
would have chosen to include eight of the eleven. From Herodotus, “father of ee : = 
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writing 24 centuries ago, to the Beards today, each contributor stands for something 
vital in his field, each represents a great act in the human drama, each contributes 
@ chapter in 24 centuries of Western civilization:- two phases of Greek history, two 
phases of Roman history; the decline to the Middle Ages; the-Middle Ages themselves; 
the post-Renaissance, with much of the contribution of the Renaissance implicit in it; 
two revolutions which advanced Europe to constitutional government; two conflicts pro- 
viding focus of early history of the United States. Introducing each section, there is 
@ brief biographical and historical note, while the excellent foreword assesses the 
values squght. in determining inclusions, the scope and limitations (specifically, the 
| i limitation-to works written in English or part of the English literary tradition), 
a 4 abridgement and so on. The list of contributors includes:- Herodotus, Thucydides, 

; Julius Caesar, Tacitus, Bede, Gibbon, Symonds, Carlyle, Macaulay, Bancroft, and the 
Beards. 700 pages. 





























q March 7 


4 Buaken, Manuel Caxton 
q I HAVE LIVED WITH THE AMERICAN PEOPIE $4.00 


» 6G Sincere, shapeless- no doubt genuine, but of little more than routine interest, 

; this book of reminiscences of a Filipino, who, in early teens, came to this country, full 

of the dream of his great and powerful America, only to find it was not the expected land 

a of promise, and stayed to become the inevitable houseboy. Pot-pourri of general facts, 

. anecdotes, opinions- from the Anglo-American angle. He details his early impressions of 

America, as he gathered them from friends and relatives returned to the Philippines; and 

7 after he himself comes here, his own struggle against prejudice and bigotry, the strug- 

a gles of others of his race, (case histories, charts and court records). There are 

4 _ brief profiles of Filipinos in this country, of Americans in the Philippines, who have 

4 > made a mark. And he gives a sense of a beginning of lifting of the hate and ostracism 
after Bataan, Lacks the emotional values that gave Carlos Bulosan's America Is In the : 

Heart its impact. 


BG 
3 £ 






March 9 





Gafencu, Grigore Yale 
LAST DAYS OF EUROPE $3.50 










The Romanian foreign minister here presents his views of Europe on the verge 
of war, of the efforts of his government to intercede before it was too late, to cement 
good feeling between the Balkan countries, to assess the temper of Hitler in Germany, 
of Mussolini in Italy, to weigh the possibilities of standing out against what looked 
like the inevitability of war after the invasion of Czechoslovakia, to analyze the 
probable alignment of the countries of Europe, the strength of personalities, and so 
on. Not a looking backward, but a record made at the time of happening, when he , 
traveled from country to country, seeing key people, carrying messages - in the diplo- i 
matic sense - as various leaders hoped to stave off the inevitable. Afterthought rend- : 
ers some of his conclusions wishful thinking; others short-sighted, but in the main it 
is a revealing inside picture of Europe on the brink. The sale is not likely to be 
very extensive; largely students of European history, particularly of contemporary a 
history. 
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Yale | 
POSTWAR GERMANS $3.75 Hf 


From central and northeastern Hesse, and five months of intensive anthropolog- | 
icel field work, come these “Observations on German-Protestant Culture”, while working | 
for the Information Control Division of OMG, gathering data directed to making policy 
decisions. The author indicates that this is only a preliminary report for a more de- 
tailed study, and underlines the fact that the report covers a representative cross 


Rodnick, David 
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section of the district in which they worked, some 1500 people interviewed and observeie 
as they reflected what it feels like to be a German today. It is the social mold, the 

patterns of class system, family, child, marriage, life- with roots in the past, that 

is closely appraised. It is a picture of the need for personal, social and economic =. 
security that is stressed. The competitive aspects of the rigid class system, the sub- — 
missive atmosphere of childhood, the rebellion of adolescence, the ferment, visible in : 
women's present position, the place and opinions of the workers and peasants, the upper — 
classes, the actual conditions of the villages, and the patterns of the right and left 
political picture- these lead to a depressing overall character portrait. Of especial 
interest to social scientists, serious students of current post-war interpretations. 


March 10 | 
. 


Rosenfarb, Joseph ; Harper 
FREEDOM AND THE ADMINISTRATIVE STATE $4.00 ~ 


A verbalistic, detailed analysis of the government's function in our economy, e 
and a propounding of the inevitability and desirability of a planned economy, or the ' 
administrative state. The author's thesis is, that planning, in the light of the his- 
torical evolution of social forces, is the next phasef of our development, but we can 
choose whether to make the administrative state dictatorial or free and democratic. 
Dividing his work into four sections, ‘he deals first with the beginning and evolution 
of the administrative state, the nature of man, power, the state, pre-capitalist and 
capitalist economies, and current and past experiments at planning. Section two shows 
how and why freedom as well as democracy is possible in his administrative state. 2 
Section three deals with current labor relations and the author's view of labor's posi- | 
tion in a planned economy. And in conclusion, the administrative state is justified on ~ 
purely political grounds. Comprehensive if one-sided and controversial presentation of ~ 
an economic idea. - 


March 15- Announcement 


Perry, Ralph Barton Harvard Univ. Press 
THE THOUGHT AND CHARACTER OF WILLIAM JAMES $6.00 


The Pulitzer prize was awarded in 1935 to a two volume edition of this work, 
published by “ittle, Brown. Now- with the renascence of interest in both William and. 
Henry James today, this abridgement of the original material, from some 1600 to 500 : 
pages, would indicate a more popular and wider market. The manner of presentation re- 
mains unchanged; James speaks for himself through his letters, his writing, judiotesete a 
selected and arranged. Over 500 letters, unpublished before 1935, form the backbone of 
the work, and read consecutively provide an account of James‘ life and work, his family — : 
and personal history, his delightful personality and diversity of interests, and- at el 
close- the development of his final philosophical creed. The letters are linked by de- 
tailed and analytical comment on the part of the editor, a lifelong student and admirer © 
of James' work. “4 


Young, Klyde & Middleton, Lamar : Prentice-Hall 
HEIRS APPARENT : $3.75 


A collection of brief biographies, with an emphasis on the political, of the | 
thirty-four American vice-presidents, from Adams to Truman. Primarily of reference 
value, the book outlines in bare detail the lives of these “heirs apparent", for the a 
most part forgotten men, historical nonentities, and of the seven who succeeded to the | 
presidency there is only mention of their administrations. Main concern is given to ~~ 
their tenure of office of vice-president, their contribution, their distinction, their 
part in shaping the office to what it is today. Pedestrian, routine material. 





And ‘Now To ‘Live: Again - and more recently by Out On A Limb, here is another autobio- 





-adequate reason for being. An introduction and individual critical commentary of each - @ 
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sian mother tells her version of her brief life (she is 15 now) and their travels from lf 
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Masons 6 


Warfield, Frances | Viking 
* COTTON IN MY EARS $2.75 







* Continuing the fashion popularized by fe. Little. Locksmith and Betsy Barton's 







graphical record of making the most and the best of an affliction. There's less senti- 
mentality than in some, less brashness and insistence than in others~- and this is an 
engaging account of Frances Warfield, who remained partially deaf after a bout with scar- | 
let fever at the age of five. Determined not to let anyone Imow she could not hear, 

these are the games she plays, the manoeuvers she tries in order to avoid detection. 

Her schooling; a trip to England and Honorables and horses for a week-end; various writ- 
ing Jobs; her love for Charlie whom she leaves for a trip: to Vienna to see a specialist, 
only to find that he had died; and on her return to find that Charlie has married another 
girl; the continual search for a doctor who can help; and at last, she gives up and gets 
@ hearing aid - and marries Phil.... Without the astringency of the Baker book, this has 
definite appeal - and is entertaining reading. 

























March 16 


Lewisohn, Ludwig- 4d. . Farrar, Straus 
AMONG THE NATIONS $3.00 ,— | 


The characters here portrayed- Mann's Tamor, De Lacretelle's Silberman, Gals- 
worthy 's Delevis, Maugham's George Bland - are chosen it would seem because of their 
values as truly delineated Jewish characters, neither “good” Jews nor “bad” Jews, auth=- — 
entic and recognizable. These characters are generally of the group labeled “assimilat- ‘ 
jionist” - patterned after actual people the authors would have had contact with. However , 
the purpose in selecting and presenting these particular examples seems vague, and des= ~| 
nite the inherent interest of the selections themselves, the book fails to provide any 4 


selection by Lewisohn focus attention on the purpose of the choice, but, the readability 
depends on the value of the individual excerpts. The selection of the book by the Jew= ~ 
ish Publication Society and the B'Nai B'Rith Hillel Foundations will give some impetus. 4 


March 23~ q ql 


Castallo, Mario A. & Schulz, Cecilia L. Macmillan | 
WOMAN'S “INSIDE STORY $2.75 | 


The authors of Expectantly Yours provide medical information in a somewhat i. 
offensively cosy manner in this gynecological handbook. From their prenatal develop- ai 
ment, care during infancy, to the first feminine changes of adolescence; sex and pre- a 
marital considerations and counsel; tumors and cancer; menstruation and the menopause; | 
childlessness - and what science can do for the childless; obesity; pregnancy and post- 
partem care, and so on. The information and advice are sound enough, brushing in a few 
details unfamiliar to the average reader; but many will resent that studied womanliness,. 






i 
il 
aH 
Frisbie, Florence rs) + 3 Macmillan i 

MISS ULYSSES FROM PUKA - PUKA $3.50 if 


~The daughter of R. D. Frisbie, writer (author of Island of Desire.) and a Polyne~ 











isle to isle and through the atolls of the South Seas. Puke-Puka is some 1700 miles a 
from Sydney, an island of adventure to a child as she gives her view of native life, con- 
trasting it with American and English ways. An interesting- and unpleasant- sidelight if 
depicts the corruptive influence of the American military occupation of the war, with 1 
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the evanescent propserity and its heritage of wrest. Voyages and journeys led to ex- 3 
periences of delight and danger too; the family survived a tropical storm, lived as beach= | 
combers on a desert island, visited a leper colony, saw many more and less familiar South = 
Sea spots. Faintly entertaining- at times mature, at times juvenile. Limited market. 


March 25 


Guild, Caroline Doubleday 
RAINBOW IN TAHITI $0090 /$2.75 


Pretty thin reading, and only mildly interesting, this is the story of a l/-year 4 
sojourn in Tahiti, between the wars. Lured there by a book, Mystic Isles of the South y 
Seas, the Guilds left New England- went via Holland, France, Italy, Egypt, and arrived 
after @ succession of mishaps, bought land and built a home. The book tells of friends 
and neighbors, of servants; of goodmatured, lazy, childlike Tahitians; of hard-working 
ingenious Chinese; of an odd but interesting assortment of white residents, including 
the daughter's amazing Russian tutor. Panorama of incident and atmosphere, of flora 
and fauna, flower growing, chicken raising, of feasts and parties, of fishing expedi- 


tions. Light, pleasant style - but unimportant. 


Guild, Lurelle Van Arsdale & Drepperd, Carl W. Doubleday 
NEW GEOGRAPHY OF AMERICAN ANTIQUES : : 
B42 


This is much more than a picture book, despite its 700 line drawings by Lurelle q 
Guild. It is much more, too, than simply a reissue- or even a revision of the book of a 
this title (minus the WVew )- published more than 20 years ago. A close comparison of the 
two texts indicates very little duplication,- the chapter on Pottery and Porcelain, the 
sections on coverlets and samplers, some of the sections on furniture, specifically, for 
example, block front furniture, identified with Rhode Island and Goddard - these are taken, 
with very slight changes, from the old text. In general, the trend in the New Geography — 
is less towards identification with specific sections, more emphasis on Mirrors, Glass, .~ 
Lighting, Pewter and Silver, Clocks- as such- rather than in colony or state brackets. 
In some instances, the individual craftsmen are played down- as with the Reveres, and the 
identification of much assigned to specific craftsmen is brought into question. As indi- 
cated in the introduction, we know more than we did twenty years ago; the Williamsburg ~~ 
restoration exploded some theories, such as the log cabin period, and revealed more accu= 
rate information as to what was in the houses, in the trade ships. There is more about © 
the step by step development- and the social, political and spiritual forces reflected 
in furniture and styles. A fascinating exploration of American antiques, which promises 
to be a Must book in its field. Companion volume, in format, to the other Drepperd books. 


Lo Pinto, Maria Doubleday 
THE ART OF ITALIAN COOKING ° 

a. FE 

A very attractive looking book-if one can judge by the jacket proof- and one * 
that fills a need, since Italian cooking, for the modern American housewife, has been = 
given rather short shrift, with emphasis- in other books- on a few specialties. Personal= 
ly, I liked the personal, human parts of the book-dealing with the Grandmother's kitchen, = 
and the charts of herbs, cheeses, pasta, better than the actual recipes. However, if 4 
this book is used in conjunction with others, so as to get away from what seems over-empha- 
sis on cooking in oil, using tomato paste, garlic, etc. the balance could be restored. I | 
could have wished more space given to preparation of sauces, less to variety of dishes- , 
as I find Italian cookery a definite contribution to a meal, rather than complete in it= ~ 
self. Some of the items included struck a low mark- in appeal- “minnow pancakes” is one ~ 
I remembered with anything but yearning. A book for the specialist with lots of other ~ 


books. 
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Doubleday 


Morrison, Morie 
HERE'S HOW IN SPORTS $2.95 






















| = This might better be listed under Parents and Teachers for here is a book 

: i designed to help Father teach Junior how it should be done, The author, formerly sports 
_- editor of theSan Francisco Chronicle, has a working knowledge of many sports and- in ~ 
ii text and pictures- gives some excellent pointers on how to do well and get some fun out 
of about two dozen Amerjogn sports, as varied in type ag Reseball and Weight-lifting. 

i a It is a very slight book- as is inevitable in covering so many in such brief compass- 

| a and nobody is going to become an expert on this alone. But the humor in drawings and 
ft captions puts across certain fundamentals that are important. 350 drawings. 





Ratcliff, J.D.- Ad. Doubleday 
SCIENCE YEAR BOOK OF 1948 $8503. 2 


The seventh compilation of new horizons of gojence, from popular as we}l as 
professional magazines, Here are the performances and the unsolved puzzles in the | 
areas of medicine, astronomy, physics, chemistry; here is the progress and the stand- 
stills in discoveries for treating anemia, heart disease, cancer, ulcers, old age; the 
new instruments in telescopes, methods for working man-made eclipses and hurricane con- 

g trol; the electric computers that almost think, the possibilities of lightning in con- 
. gg nection with food; the sensitivity of the Geiger counter, advances in television, the 
ff uses of the Silicones, the synthetic fuels; the invention of the quick picture cameras; 
a new uses of color and scent; Northrop's Flying Wing and its commercial future, the need 
= @ for slow flying planes; the possibility of a trip to Venus and the Moon; how weather | 
one be made globally; what volcanic activity may mean; the importance of cycles, and so 
- @ on. The introduction stresses the importance ~ not covered in subsequent text- of cheap 

- = oxygen- of rutin for apoplexy, of streptomycin as a cure for tuberculosis. For the lay- 
man-predictable market. 
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“ March 26 1 


. @ ‘Maugham, Robin Viking 
” ie : NOMAD 1 $2 75 
i r A personal, inquiring, impressionable account of several years spent in the 
Bs Middle East, first with the British Eighth Army, then later as a return traveller after 
the war. This is not only a reflection of places and persons, of street scenes, and 
cafes, of officials (from Churchill to the desert leaders, Glubb and Altounyan) , to 

ae natives, but also of the uncertain climate of emotions- French, British, Arab and Jew. 
- | Perhaps most sympathetic toward the Arab, Maugham defends their rights to their country, | 
Ee @ their right also to refuse admission to the Jew who has been denied by other countries, 
but who expect the Arab to accede where they have been unwilling. Also he recognizes 
the snobbery of the British, their refusal to treat the Arab as equal. Alternating 
with his politico-travel observations, is Maugham's own story,- of hospitalization with 
@ head wound, of assignment to Middle East Intelligence, of a breakdown and the black- 
outs of memory which forced his return to England, and finally of his journey back to 
the desert to further his understanding of the peoples and the problems of this country. 
Alert, alive, if on accasion open to controversy, to disagreement. (The author is a 
nephew of Somerset Maugham) 
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Maresca, James V. ' . Dutton 
MY FLAG IS DOWN $2.50 









Subtitled "The Diary of a New York Taxi Driver" - this portrays, as New York- 
ers know, @ very special genus. The gamey, wise-guy lowdown on med York society, with 
an emphasis on the demi-monde, as it passed in and out of this man's cab (and on the 
cab's night shift, too). Most riders were rich Park Avenue dames who tried to seduce 
him- or fags or fairies who were more foreceful jn attack. But there were occasional 
green out-of-towners, or hyper-suspicious visitors, or cynical chorus girls who changed 
costumes in the cab, or gigolos who dropped off their drunken dowagers, or drugstore 
cowboys who tried to do their picking-up in a cab, and so on. Unsavory cross section, 
all told in the coarse, Human, talkative eloquence of a New York cabbie. A “diary” in 
its loosest form, of sensational- though spotty- interest. Authentic- but lip-sided 
picture. 












Watson, Lillian Eichler _ Prentice-Hall 
STANDARD BOOK OF LETTER WRITING | $5.00 

























Stream-lined, without sacrifice of standards- a good job and a useful one. 

Times have changed; new techniques indicate a more concise, direct, and informal style. 
This handbook is based on ten years study and analysis of ideas that worked. There's 
more than just a desk book specialty angle, for there's good reading matter on famous 
letter writers, on etiquette of when and why to write- as well as how; on personality 
in letter writing; on being well groomed as well as well mannered in your letters. The 
main body of the text follows the routine outline, with perhaps more on the choice of 
paper, on spelling, grammar, punctuation, construction than in some of the old hand- 
books. The material is divided into various classifications:- social, personal, -busi- 

ages ness, club, children's letters. Excellent- both in form and content. And all con- 
ceivable questions find their answers. No chance to evalute the index- but on the 
basis of balance of text, it will be adequate. 


March 31 


Eastman, Max Harper 
ENJOYMENT OF LIVING $5.00 | rae 


This might better be called Prologue to Enjoyment of Living, for it takes Max 
Eastman through all the years of struggle towards maturity, and ends with the sloughing 
off of the pretense, the effort to make his marriage e success, and the facing forward 
to the chance to be himself, in 1917. And - except in his tremendous lust for life and 
all it has to offer, in work, in love ~- there is little of achieved enjoyment here, but 
rather successive disappointments, as his marriage from first to last proves disastrous ~ 
to his fulfilment as a person. Not only is this personal autobiography- perhaps as frank ™ 
and. outspoken and self-analytical as any I have ever read- but it is also a fifteen year 3 
record of New York's left wingish liberals, intellectuals, artists, writers, and lead= «© | 
ers of revolutionary thought. An iconclastic book, which will produce a stor of dis- ° 
cussion, argument, dissension. He names names- yes even down to his love affairs large- | 
ly in the realm of fantasy to be sure- but none. the less vivid. A tremendous tome, 4 
which will be avidly read by all who have been a part- or even on the fringe- of the 
world which was Eastman's. 
| Smith, Philip Hillyer Harper 
| PERENNIAL HARVEST $3.00 





Seeking isolation and solitude as a haven from “civilization”, Smith bought a ~ 
farm near New York, in the late '30's, but soon found it necessary to make it 4 paying : 
proposition. How he did it successfully; the mental and physical struggle of his 












ws 





q 
search for a busy, satisfying and successful existence proves dull and lustreless read- | 
ing. Most readable are the descriptions of several rehabilitation projects aimed at the 
farm and building, and the people who worked with him. These sections are of practical 
and instructive value, interspersed with personalized comment. But there are other- and 


better- books on the market - both ideologically and practically speaking (Kain's Five 
Acres and Independence. and its successors, for instance). Ill'd. by Wm. Thomas Woodward. 
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Gibran, Kahlil Knopf 


NYMPHS OF THE VALLEY $2.50 

The three poetical-prose allegories in this small volume constitute some of 
the early work of Kahlil Gibran, the well known and popular author of The: Prophet and 
Jesus, Son of Man. Gibran died in 1931. These allegories have only recently been trans- © 
lated from the Arabic by H. Neahmad. Although they partake of the mystical elements char- 
acteristic of Gibran, and have a certain Old Testament quality, I doubt that they will 
attain the popularity of his more mature works. If they do, it will be because of the 
cult element among the devotees of Gibran, for they are puerile little myths with little 
value or strength in themselves. (2/16) 
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Wm. Sloane 
$2.50 


Van Doren, Mark 
NEW POEMS 


Short, miscellaneous poems from Van Doren's extremely prolific pen. There 4 
seems to be no end to the stimuli that cause him to produce,- any passing occasion, or : 






half-glimpsed emotion or ephemeral thought suffice for a projection into verse form, Be | 
This does not mean that he is not a careful and able craftsman, that his standards and ~~ 
ideals are low, that he lacks a certain lofty and aloof nobility of feeling; it is 4 
only that his production is too profuse, its tone and level too monotonous, his in- i 






tentions too dim and misty to justify his so often putting pen to paper. It adds up a 
to the jottings of a not exactly first rate intellect, a not very vivid personality ig 
in reaction to an environment limited by academic halls and a quiet home in the Con- 
necticut hills. The whole output is too grey, too monotoned, too unselected. Little i 
will be added to or subtracted from Van Doren’s reputation by this volume for he has ig 
his following to whom this book will appeal. But it will win no new friends nor in- ig 









fluence many people. (2/24) b: 
Sarton, May Rinehart 3 
4 


THE LION AND THE ROSE $2.00 











In this small volume May Sarton takes her place among a remarkably gifted 
group of modern American poets - Elizabeth Bishop, Edith Hinrichs, Marguerite Young to 
mention a few. The body of their work may not be impressive, but they have all written ~ 
a number of fine individual poems. They are not great but they are skillful, sensitive, © 
lueid and intense. Miss Sarton's work is marked by a kind of delicate passion, which be 
often makes up for a certain weakness of technique. She is an ardent lover of freedom, 
of the great Western tradition of courage and the pursuit of truth; she is a great hater — 
of their opposites. She has also a tender feeling for Flanders and the Flemish where | 
she spent many years of her life; she has a deep response to the American landscape. ~~ 
Like so many women poets, her poems are not held together by any ordered continuity of : 
thought, but the individual poems are spontaneous and finely wrought. The title poem 
is particularly noteworthy. Her earlier book of poetry was Inner: Landsvape, her novel, 
Bridge: of Years, was in its quiet way rather fine. Most of the poems in the present 
volume have appeared in the better literary weeklies and monthlies, so that she is | 
well known to a considerable audience already. She deserves and probably will receive, | 
within the limits of the poetry market, a wider following. (3/18) 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITIE, DATE AND. PRICE 


Doubleday 
Chidsey, D. B. - STRONGHOID - definite price is $3.00 


Field, Ben - THE LAST FRESHET- from 2/? to 3/4. Definite price is $3.00 

Howells, W. - THE HEATHENS- price from $3.50 to $3.75 

Rukeyser, M. - THE GREEN WAVE- from 1/8 to 1/22 
Duell, Sloari & Pearce 

Dreikurs, R. - THE CHALLENGE OF PARENTHOOD- price from $2.75 to $3.50 
Farrar, Straus ; pct ia 

Bombal, M. L. - THE SHROUDED WOMAN- from 3/7 to 4/2 

Jackson, Shirley - THE ROAD THROUGH THE WALL- from 2/10 to 2/17 


Funk & Wagnalls 
Abel, Dorothy L. - MAKING HOUSEKEEPING EASY- from 2/7? to 3/17 


Harper 
Eaton & Moore- HEART IN PIIGRIMAGE- from 2/18 to 4/14 
Goldkopf , David- HILLS ON THE HIGHWAY- definite date 3/31 
Smith, Shelley- HE DIED OF MURDER- definite date 3/17 


Harvard University Press 
Evatt, H. V. - THE UNITED NATIONS - Dunbarton should read Dumbarton in text 


Whitaker, A. P. - THE UNITED STATES AND SOUTH AMERICA- from 3/7? to 4/2? 


Little, Brown 
Forester, C. S. - THE SKY AND THE FOREST - from 2/24 to 4/21 


M.S. Mill 
Canning, Victor - PANTHER'S MOON - definite date 3/17 
Linklater, J. Lane - THE BISHOP'S CAP - from 3/7? to 4/12 

Morrow 

Bunker, R. ~ AMANDA SAID THE GRASS WAS GREEN - price from $3.00 to $2.75 
Iams, Jack - PREMATURELY GAY - price from $3.00 to $2.75 ‘ 678 
Running, Corinne - GARDEN SHOWER - from 1/21 to 2/11 630 
Treat, Lawrence - F AS IN FLIGHT - definite date 3/17 35 

Scribner 

Curry, Dr. M. ‘= YACHT RACING- from 2/? to 3/? 691 
Maass , Edgar- THE QUEEN'S PHYSICIAN - definite date 2/16 659 
McGurrin, James - BOURKE COCHRAN - from 3/? to 2/16 18 
Paton, Alan- CRY THE BELOVED COUNTRY- definite date 2/2 683 
Richards, W. R. = THE LAST BILLIONAIRE - from 2/2 to 2/16 619 
Tate, Allen - COLLECTED POEMS - definite date 2/2 « 692 
Wheelwright, Jere - THE STRONG ROOM - definite date 2/2 659 

Simon & Schuster 
Boyle, Kay - 1939- from 2/9 to 2/16 683 
Broekman, David - Title from THE PERFECT PITCH to SHOESTRING SYMPHONY- 

definite date 3/9 18 
Eliin, Stanley - DREADFUL SUMMIT - definite date 3/25 8 
Moore, John - BRENSHAM VILLAGE - from 1/23 to 3/5 639 
Seager, Allan - THE INHERITANCE - from 3/? to 4/? @: 
Seaver, Edwin - CROSS SECTION: 1948 - from 1/26 to 3/1. 
Van Vogt, Alfred E. - THE WORID OF A- definite date 3/5. Price from $2.00 
i to $2.50 35 


Erratum: Publisher Index- Farrar, Straus. Add Bradshaw, George - &d.- - TRAVEL 
IN AMERICA 








BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service 3 38 Bank Street 


Vol. XVI February 1, 1948 


JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: No. 2 


in collaboration with Nina Schneider 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Brown, Margaret Wise Scott 
THE LITTLE FARMER $1.50 


Margaret Wise Brown's B/G and Little Series needs no introduction. This is a 
day out of the life of the Big Farmer, who had a big farm, with everything big on it, 
and of the little farmer who had things in the scale a child would want. Here again 
comes the final dream where the big farmer dreams 2 little dream and the little farmer 
dreams a big dream. Hop-o-my-thumb psychology holds true consistently, and children are 
beguiled by the theme. Esphyr Slobodkina's striking illustrations in modulated greens, 
reds, blues, greys and white give a lively effect of gay posters. In order to help the 
emall reader follow as the text is read, the type has been set in different sizes (and 
the voice should follow its lead). Paper over board- and stitched binding. 40 PP. (3/15) 


Schneider, Nina Scott 
WHILE SUSIE SLEEPS $1.50 


® A bedtime story- and a honey, for it rings true for every little girl going 

to sleep in an average home in an average community. It might be a city - it might be a 
town. But the familiar things are there,- the toys, the puppy, Daddy and Mommy and their 
guests, the pigeons, the mouse in the kitchen, the awareness of outdoor creatures doing 
little creature business, the street lights, the policeman, the bakers working for morning 
deliveries, and the truckmen bringing fruits and vegetables in from the country, and the 
milkmen making sure there'll be milk for breakfast, and the trains carrying sleeping pass- 
engers across the country - and the gradual coming of light end morning. Nice rhythm- a 
sense of security. Dagmar Wilson's illustrations are not as satisfying as one might wish; 
her decorative values are nice, but her human figures are too stylized for the simple 
realism of the text. There is too much blackness in overall impression. But the book, 

as a whole, gives parents just what they need in this field. Paper over boards. (3/15) 


Mitchell, Lucy Sprague Simon & Schuster 
FIX IT, PLEASE $.25 


# A Little. Golden Book, one of those tested by the Bank Street. Schools - with 
text by a well-known educator, illustrations by Eloise Wilkin (who does much more appeal- 
ing children than adults). In pictures and captions, any three year old.can follow the: 
misfortunes of any day- a button off, a broken chair, a loose wagon wheel, an arm off 4 
ragdoll, a broken plate - yes, even a flat tire is only too familiar. But in every case 
Mother or Daddy can do something about it. A new idea for a book. (Publ.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (5 - 8) . 


Clewes, Dorothy ) Coward, McCann 
THE WILD WOOD : $2.50 


* Pleasantly humorous stories of the wild wood, in which the animals defended 
themselves from an invasion by the humans and then enjoyed themselves for the rest of 
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the book in their own peaceful ways. Sparrows, the west wind, owl, rabbit, stream and 
others attack the cottage in ingeniow ways which children find very funny (while adults 
feel rueful). Life in the stream bustles with excitement as eel packs his trunk to slip 
away without paying his rent. Pike provides a threat that he may come to disturb the 
serenity of the quiet pond. A host of little things happen that will delight he Wind tn 
the Willows audience.. Illustrated in line, by Irene Hawkins. (4/8) 

3 


Hamilton, E. Coward, McCann 
GO WEST, YOUNG BEAR $2.50 
° An amusing fancy of a proper bear family with up~and- coming ideas and plenty 


of personality, without being saccharine. Very successfully gay andgaggy- and the chil- 
dren loved it. From the moment we meet Charles Bear, whose father, sad William, was a 
travelling salesbear with a mission, this family becomes altogether the reader's concern. 
Ursula Bear's ingenious black salve which was to end the use of bear's grease; the hous- 
ing problem; the trip to Yellowstone (they slept on that idea and slept right through the 
winter)- adventure after adventure, each sillier than the one before, with plenty of 
laugius for family reading, and humor that is. always foodrna tured. Illustrated in line 

by Kurt Wiese. (4/12) / | 


Caire, Helen | Rinehart 
SENOR CASTILLO: Cock of the Island $1.50 
_ There's a folk quality to this sprightly story of a rooster who went to sea to 


see what he could see. He taxed his poor brain and wore down his feet, but adventure got 
into his blood and to this day he adventures around his island, arrogant, silly and de- 
lightfully portrayed with warmth and affection. Ill'd by Christine Price. (4/1) 


Binney, Ida | Scott 
BOPPET PLEASE STOP IT $1.50 
is The kind of book that every member of the family takes to his heart~- at least 


our family did when they weren't helpless with laughter. There ought to be a bell that 
rings loudly when a fresh piece of humor is born. It's the sort of story telling that 
gets into the idiom - freely quoted - hugely enjoyed. Telling the story isn't a substi- 
tute for owning a copy yourself and trying it out... It seems there was an old lady who 
lived alone in a quiet old house... among tall old trees...where fat old birds sang slow 
old songs...and fat old bees buzzed brazoom, brazoon, brazoom. Then Boppet arrived and 
like any other frisky dog, he exhausted his world. They had to match him with a boy, so 
they got Timothy Toppet, and everyone was so relieved that they had a new lease on life. 
The illustrations have what the text demands, for 48 exuberant pages.. Jacket in red 
and white. Paper over boards. (3/15) ae 


Black, Irma Simonton Scott 
SPOODLES: The Puppy Who Learned $1.25 
be Spoodles is a cross between a poodle and a spaniel and he belongs to a nice 


family and especially to Connie. But one day he was left all by himself, and got into 
every conceivable sort of mischief, turning the house into a shambles. He was scared 
they wouldn't love him any more - it was much worse chaos than any child could contrive. 
But after a lecture, everyone is sure Spoodles understands and wont do it any more and 
they all still love him very much. If you have a dog that need reassurance, read it to 
him, too! Irma Black is a familiar name to mothers who read her columns on child care; 
she always tells a good story, with a theme keyed to child level. Rollicking dog pic- 
tures by artist, Johnny Whistle, in two colors. Paper over board. (3/15) 
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Ninon Rinehart 
KIT KOALA $1.25 


Third and fourth graders are especially interested in strange animals from dis- 
tant parts- in this case a little Koala bear. Slight story, but a quick, easy picture of 
life in ea bit of Australian wilderness. Kit was lazy- he was shy- and he wouldn't help 
his mother, as the other little bears were doing, by climbing on her back and getting 
the new green leaves. She couldn't go along with the other Koalas either until he got 
out of her pocket. Other animals came around, and were having so much fun that finally 
curiosity brought him out- and the day was saved....The pictures by Ninon accompanying 
each page of text- are so important that we ought to see them before recommending this. 


Vocabulary and type-face excellent for beginning readers. (4/1) 


8 to 11~ FICTION 
John Day 


THE BIG WAVE $2.50 UV 


A difficult concept which requires adroit handling- the idea of life and death- 
and Pearl Buck has made a fairly successful attempt to do this. A Japanese boy living be- 
tween the volcano and the sea, loses both parents in 4 great tidal wave. Neighbors take 
him in and the father of the household teaches him that living in danger makes one relish 
life, while preparing for death - and gives him a sense of the dignity of that phase of 
Japanese philosophy. At last, the boy settles on the beach where his parents met their 
fate, marries and prepares to repeat the cycle. Rather a grim story for the average 
child - but an understanding picture of the Japanese. Illustrations are reprints in 
half tone of color prints by Hokusai and Hiroshige. 61 PP. Cloth. (2/26) 


Buck, Pearl S. 


Coatsworth, Elizabeth ! Macmillan 
THE HOUSE OF THE SWAN $2.50 


* Well-written, sustained mystery story of Molly and Stephen Travis, orphaned, 
who go to France in 1912 to stay with a flighty cousin and a nice, easy going cousin. 
The children, left to their own devices, explore subterranean passages and stumble on a 
secret. Fun for this age level- nice village setting- wholesome enough mystery. 8 full 
page illustrations by Kathleen Voute. (3/16) 

McKay 


THE STEAM SHOVEL FAMILY $2.00 


. The “steam shovel family"- mother, father, Tressy and Pete, head west to visit 
grandparents in California, and their old car gets them as far as Kansas. They see new 
territory, meet friendly people, have pleasant adventures. And then the car gives out. 
Dad goes ahead to get work in his own field; Mother and the children stay behind until 
they can earn enough to go the rest of the way; eventually difficulties are resolved and 
the family is reunited. Refreshing story of a family at an economic level that is 
neither harried by debts and illness - nor provided with a nest egg for travel and emer- 
gencies? Here are people who eat oatmeal and milk for breakfast- and have a good time, 
on little. Connie Moran pictures have a lively appealing quality. (4/1) 


Eberle, Irmengarde — 


Donahey, Mary Dickerson Random House 
THE CASTIZ OF GRUMPY GROUCH $2.50 


An unbelievable hodge-podge of sentimental poppycock, in a medley of fairy tale 
and morality tale. A bad-tempered but good-hearted Princess loses her temper completely, 
and an ugly gnome pops out of her mouth and is transported magically to the mighty castle 
of Grumpy Grouch, kept by Ogre Sulk. The gnome is her temper- and the poor Princess 
leaves her mourning kingdom and goes on journey perilous, suffering the ordeal of silence, 
and guided by a sunbeam fairy. Other naughty princesses have left the kingdoms in search 
of lost tempers, but our little princess rescues them - and some princes as well. All 
very convenient- as they jump to marriageable age, enchantment undone. Let's skip this. 


(Aprél) 5}3 
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Rinehart 


Lowe, Florence 
SOMEBODY ELSE'S SHOES $2.25 








There's magic here, too, but if you can accept the symbol of Evaline's stepping 
into other people's shoes, on a visit to the cobbler's, and of this making her magically 
the person in whose shoes she stands - you'll find this, on all other counts,a full-bodied 
story of an American town and what people are really like behind their facades. A Portu- 
guese family is newly come to this little harbor town not too long ago; Evalina finds 

that the little foreigners are much nicer than the spoiled, wealthy brat, who accuses 

them of stealing. She finds out who is democratic and American; who are snobs. There's 

@ picnic- and a meadow bull-fight. Ill'd. by Dorothy Bayley. (4/1) 































Rinehart 


Reilly, Frank 
THE ‘HIDEOUT CLUB $2.25 

The exclusive, secret club called The Hideout Club, was the defense of one new- 
comer who was cruelly snubbed by the group, and who decided to go ahead on his own, with 
an imaginary Mr. Whiffletree as fellow member. Then there's another boy who joins him 
and all goes swimmingly until the boys are terrified into concealing and feeding a mad 
tramp. Eventually, they achieve his capture and he is taken away. The boys have won 
fame and prestige- and their relation to the group is reversed. But lots of parents 
would hesitate at the experience which brought even so good a solution. (4/1) 


Gordon, Patricia Viking 
THE WITCH OF SCRAPFAGGOT GREEN $2.50 


A difficult book to place as to age level. In format- with large type and 
William Pene Du Bois pictures, it looks younger than the actual text reads. Suggest it 
for reading aloud to seven year olds- self reading for second and third graders who can 
read. And- since it is very English, in not only locale but vocabulary and assumptions 
of knowledge on the part of young readers, it is a book for only special kinds of read- 
ers who like brief periods of aberration. For this is a story of witchcraft- harmless 
witchcraft precipitated by the U.S. Army and a bulldozer going through an English village, 
and unearthing a young witch who had- 300 years ago- involved the village in notoriety. 
Her story- and that of the twins, who more or less adopted her as some sort of an an- 
cestor, had a very exciting week- and set the town by the ears. (March) 


Rankin, Louise Viking 
DAUGHTER OF THE MOUNTAINS $2.50 
° Exceptional for its background, this is a story of a Tibetan girl who braves 


an incredible amount of danger to go after the golden Lhasa terrier which had been stolen 
by a mule caravan leader. Every phase of life in which a child could be concerned is 
made very real:~ the Lama, the monastery, the religious customs, the food, the incredible 
walking abilities of mountaineers (even children can walk 50 miles a day), the road from 
Tibet to Calcutta, bazaars, knavery, beggars and thieves, many cultures, the English 
(benignly portrayed)- and throughout, the wild chase for the beloved pet. A happy ending 
for an unusual tale. Illustrated by Kurt Wiese. (March) 


van Stockim, Hilda Viking 
CANADIAN SUMMER $2.50 


A large femily in search of a house will gain the sympathy of a large audience. 
When papa Mitchell had gone from Washington, D.C. to Montreal to work, all he had found 
after weary months, was a summer cottage in the Leurentians. He took this in order to 
keep the family together, while he continued the search for a real home. It was a wonder- 
ful summer, but not till the end was a solution in sight. Then it was oe rich man’s re- 
ward for children's bravery and sweetness.... Nice story-despite occasional saccharine. 


(March) 
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Fuller, Harvey K. hi esey House 


716 
MANUEL GOES TO SEA —. needa. 

Manuel lives with his uncle in a Gloucester fishing village. When a storm 
seems to sweep the “agellan off the seas, Manuel leaves the boarding house to earn his 
living and find his uncle. He stows away with a kindly captain who takes him home and 
then makes him one of the crew. Happy in his life, he never forgets he is searching for 
his uncle, and in a storm, adrift in a dory, he sights the “2gel/an. And eventually, in 
turn, he is seen, end all are saved. Uncle and Captain join forces in a new vessel. 
Straight adventure, with sure appeal, enhanced by lively pictures (by the author) and a 


colorful jacket. (March) 


Whittlesey House 


Ware, Leon 
SHIFTING WINDS $2.00 — 
° A problem story- dealing with the problem a good many children face- adjust- 
ment to a new “parent”, as a mother or father marries a second time, Johnny was haunted 
by the fear that his handsome fether would merry someone to take the place of the mother 
who had been killed. A California harbor with boats and playmates, friendly. neighbors 
and a home at last as Dad returns from war should. have been enough- but finally Johnny 
and his father work it out and Johnny realizes that life must go on, and love endures. 
Johnny feels at last that he can be free to enjoy sailing and races, and that his 

father can have his own sort of freedom. Light touch, well done, and a good racing 
story into the bargain. Illustrated by Frederick T. Chapman. (March) 


FACT BOOKS- 8 to 41. 


O'Neill, Hester McKay 
THE STORY OF THE PHILIPPINES $2.50 
® An addition to an excellent series of books in text and pictures, dealing with 


faraway countries. (Russia- China- Holland preceded this one.) This is perhaps the most 
successful of the four, a colorful, attractive story about the things children want to 
know about other countries,- holidays, carnivals, birthday presents, parties, schools, 
kinds of houses, favorite foods, sports, animals, city and country life, something of 

the history and the struggle for independence, and the coming of the republic. The cities 
and their characteristics, and the work done in and about them. Lively text, spirited 
pictures, with decorative as well as factual detail, reproduced in sepia and brown. 
Illustrated by Ursula Koering. Good supplementary reading for schools; good library 
material. J.L.G. (April) 


Benedict, Ruth & Weltfish, Gene Henry Schuman 
IN HENRY'S BACKYARD: The Races of Mankind $2.00 


The text is adapted from the pamphlet faces of Mankind; the pictures from an 
animated color-film based on the pamphlet. Henry is the lively character-hero of the 
cartoon, a “stock-size citizen" of One Shrinking World, and in a dream is transported 
into another part of the world, where his intuitive fear and prejudice against differ- 
ences are challenged- evaluated- and found in need of reassessment. The emphasis on our 
potential ability to live in peace is heartening- granted re-education. The gay format 
should help put this across not only to young people (I'd say few at this age level, 
but might as well start then and keep on to adult years). (Publ.) 


REPRINTS 





THE PICTURE DICTIONARY FOR CHILDREN- by Garnette Watters & S.A. Courtis- Grosset & Dunlep 
New, revised, enlarged edition. (Feb.) $1.25 
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Ill'd. Junior Library -$1.25, $2.00, $3.00 (Grosset & Dunlap) 

THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN by Mark Twain. Illustrated by Donald McKay. 

A TALE OF TWO CITIES by Charles Dickens. Illustrated by Rafaello Busoni. 

Children’s Favorites $.75 (Grosset & Dunlap) 


FIVE LITTLE PEPPERS AT SCHOOL by Margaret Sidney. 


New Series $-75 (Grosset & Dunlap) 
THE CONNIE BLAIR SERIES by Betsy Allen (1) The Clue in Blue (2) The Riddle in Red 


Picture Story Books -$.50 (Grosset & Dunlap) 
BAMBI 'S CHILDREN-Adapted from original Felix Salten. I11l1'd by Robert Kuhn. 


THE TALE OF JEREMY GRAY by Romey Gay. 


12 to 15 - FICTION 


Balch, Glenn Crowell 
WILD HORSE $2.50 


Practically every horse book worth the paper it is printed on has a well-esta- 
blished market. This one - while there is nothing startling nor exceptional about the 
beautiful wild horse coveted by the boy hero, - is a good yarn. The villain of the piece, 
Pearly Maunderland, is equally eager to capture him, and make him into a bad bronco. Ben 
Darby and Maunderland have exciting times before Ben, aided by a friendly Mexican, and his 
sister, ventures into the wild country, captures and brands the horse, and gives him his 
freedom. Dependable Western- for the young teens. I11'd by Pers Crowell. (April) 


Johnson, Martha Crowell 
CATHY CARLISLE $2.25 


Cathy's home seems very helter-skelter to the neighbors - what with an artist 
father and a politically minded mother, and Cathy seems to have a tremendous amount of 
responsibility and worry, financial and otherwise, for a fourteen year old sister of small 
twins and a brother. But she enjoys life, except when problems of clothes and beaux and 
dances disrupt things. One way and another, luck provides the dress at the right moment, 
the riding habit in the nick of time- and the artist father gets the breaks his daughter 
yearned for him to have. Lively- if occasionally confused- story. (March ) 


Bolton, Ivy Messner 
WAYFARING LAD $2.50 
* Pioneering in the Tennessee country was harsh living. Orphaned Richard Nolan 


did poorly in the colony of Watauga and when some cows disappeared and a fire,was found, 
Richard was sent out of the colony to find his way along the Wilderness road. A wastrel 
and a coward, young Richard is redeemed through fascinating adventures among the Chickamau- 
gas and Cherokees, the hostile French, the good and bad people of the road, of every tribe 
and town. A rounded story of a boy who grows from indolence and indifference to courage , 
independence and generosity through real relationships with kindly. people of all kinds. The 
Indians here are not so fantastic a race of trappers as sometimes shown; there are fools 
and scoundrels, hard-working honest men and women everywhere. Good story- good adven- 
ture. 15 line drawings by L. F. Bjorklund. (March.) 
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Putnam 


McCormick, Wilfred 
THE THREE-TWO PITCH $2 .00,- 

* A Bronce Burnett story- well sustained High School baseball for the fans. The 
setting New Mexico. His dad was an outfielder, and Bronc wanted to be a pitcher, but 
there were some counts against him- he couldn't take ribbing from the bleachers- and he 
got riled over his conflicts with the editor of the school paper. But in the final game, 
he pitched in the critical "3-2 pitch" situation and saved the day. (4/9) 


Sackett, Bert Random House 
EVERGLADE GOLD $2.50 


Straight adventure, with modern trimmings - as the Strongs set out to spot 
oil in the Everglades, with the latest in mechanical equipment, and with a scouting plane. 
Three companies are attempting the seme thing- with a big award in view; and competition 
gets bitter as the contest narrows down to one group and the Strongs- and the rival con- 
testants do not hesitate to use unscrupulous methods, to deliberately antagonize the 
Seminoles, to tamper with equipment, even to go in for kidnapping. Eventually, right 
wins- oil is discovered- peace restored, even with the Seminoles. Good escape reading. 


Illustrated by Kurt Werth. (April) 


Rinehart 


Dean, Leon 
RED MAN'S TRAIL $2.25 

In a northern lake region rich in Indian lore, 4 young bookworm learns through 
his guide, Tud, that there are important, exciting things even scholarly interests, out- 
side of books. Together with Prof. Dixon of a& university in Vermont, they get on the 
trail of some not-yet-discovered Indian cave, which some unscrupulous people are after. 
Adventure , foul play in deep and shallow lake water, fishing, tournaments, races- lots 
doing through a good summer, at the end of which Tud and our stoop-shouldered scholar 
find a middle ground of agreement and compromise. There's enough of romance, discreetly 
in the background for this to have girl as well as boy appeal. Sprightly writing, with 
easy literary puns, which will delight young teens. (April). 


Wright, Frances Fitzpatrick Rinehart 
YOUR LOVING SISTER, PAT DOWNING $2.25, 


A light-headed book, amusing enough, but too, too cute - foolish, slapdash 
stuff by an author who has done better. In the form of letters to her older sister, 
Pat Downing spills her meagre, silly little self and her problems with a great air of 
importance and phoney naivete. Some of the material has appeared in magazines - but 
it is still too slick for book value «- though perhaps youth does ride expressions to death, 
it gets a bit boring as Pat almost dies longing for a permanent; almost dies wanting 
a Great Dane; almost dies wanting a dance in a hall; just about expires until she drives 
the family car, is killingly eager to have her aunt marry the rancher, and so on. Pat's 
troubles are authentic enough teen age agony - but its all been better done. (4/1) 


Rienow, Lenore Train Scribner 
BEWITCHED CAVERNS $2.00 


Looks young. Is young mentally. - Shades of Tarzan! In the time of manmm- 
oths and dying Neanderthaler, there was a blond beauty named Pigeon, and a youth, approach- 
ing warrior estate. They did some exploring - found a cave in which enemy hid- and he 
made name and fame for himself. His manhood was acknowledged and his pale, lovely Pigeon 
was chosen to braid things into his hair. The adventure is “hammy"- at ten year old level; 
but the romance would cause them to turn up their noses. JI11'd by Allan Pope. (April) 
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Bishop, Claire Hutchet Viking 
BLUE SPRING FARM $2.50 










Blue Spring Farm was an experiment in a sort of junior MacDowell work colony, 
run for young music students. The Shermans, half French - Denis and Anne-Marie, resent- 
ed having the summer imposed upon them; and the two boys from Illinois expected to get 
away without work and rejoiced in what they hoped would be an extra month of vacation. 
But things didn't turn out that way, and bit by bit the magic of Blue Spring Farm, the 
tiny experiment in international living, the inspiration of good teaching brought the 
four youngsters into line. The story is new in setting- there's much of value here. 

But unfortunately, there's an intangible aura of priggishness, of goody-goody atmo- 
sphere that spoils the natural spontaneity of incident. Overstress on music, for any 
but musically inclined young readers. And not Claire Bishop at her best. (March) 





























Silliman, Leland Winston 
THE DAREDEVIL 772.50 


Another camping story for boys ( The Scrapperwas a great success) and this 
time the central character is a rather spoiled youngster who didn't want to go to camp 
at all, and who- once there- did a lot of showing off before he found that there were 
some things that counted more than being a good all round athlete. And that even his 

| father's ambition for him to go to college had some merit. Professional baseball was 

all that really mattered to him - but before the season is over, the camp's showing 
matters even more. There's some confusion in the lack of clarity over the relation 
of campers and counsellors, the odd merging of all in the inter-camp contests, etc. 
But- in the main- it's good story telling and character building as well. (2/23) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- Non-fiction 


| 6 Lent, Henry B. Macmillan 
I WORK ON A NEWSPAPER $2.50 


In photographs (50) and text, the story is told of how news gets from the 
scene to the reader, how news is collected all over the world, how it gets pictures; the 
role of reporters, cameramén, engravers; pressmen; designers; editors; feature writers; 
make-up men; and so on. A fairly complete story of a day on a newspaper, by an exper- 
ienced hand in this matter of putting facts in readable form for young people. (3/3) 4//3 


Pepper, Nancy Messner 
TEEN AGE BLUES $2.00 


Tue fashion editor of Calling All Girls manages to get over a lot of plain 
home truths in the course of her humorous jingles about the kinds of problems girls face 
in High School. Each section has 4 one-page semi-serious introductory note, but the 
verses are the thing- and the entertaining sketches by Abbi Damerow. A list of sub- 
heads gives the general idea:- Good Times; Telephone Topics; What Price Glamour; Party 
Palpitations; Career Girl; Date Data; Time of Your Life; Men In and Out of Your Life; 

Oh Promise Me! Cultivate your sense of humor, and recognize your own quirks, sub-deb, 
and you'll get a kick out of this. (2/2) 


Thorne-Thomsen, Gudren Viking 
IN NORWAY $3.00 
” Excellent factual material on Norway, geographically fascitiating, succinct 


e presentation of myths, attitudes, cultural interests. A well-rounded brief history 

and an all-round reference book for school, home or public library. Sports, schools, 
economic theories, form of government- as well as the physical properties of a country 
that is courageously making a post-war recovery, today. (March) 
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John Day 


Waring, P. Alston 
THE PEACOCK COUNTRY $3.00 
Stories of a tiny segment of India in the province of Orissa - stories gleaned 
by observation, by listening, by sharing with the people of high degree and low that 
strange intimacy of communion that exists between people- simple people- and animals. 
These are folk tales rather than fairy tales, though there's often something of magic 
in them, more often something of poetry, and always the feel of the land and the people 
themselves. One gets to know Dev Raj, the Maharajah's elephant; one can almost share 
the delight of the Maharani and her ladies, as the does and their fawns joined them for 
their forest walks; but best of all, perhaps, are the vignettes of country people and 
the animals, the birds, even the snakes in their midst. A beautiful piece of book- 
making, with exquisite decorative drawings by Vera Bock. Not a book for a wide general 
market, but a book for the discriminating, who are interested in India, and the folk 


tales of people today. (2/26) 


Messner 


Colver, Alice Ross 
JOAN: Free Lance Writer $2.50 

* Joan, fresh from college, knows that to be a writer many hours of hard work 

are required, a rigid routine, the giving up of much frivolity. A part-time job, house- 
hold duties and writing crowd Dick Burnham, childhood sweetheart, out. After misunderstand- 
ings and heart throbs, there is clear way ahead for the creative ‘ounge* _*. Joan collects 
enough rejection slips to satisfy the realists, and the romanti: .. ‘ill eJjoice in her 
winning a prize for a juvenile novel at the end. (March) 


Messner 


Hager, Alice Rogers 
JANICE: Airline Hostess $2.50 

* Glamorous career achieved with high work standards - here is story and voca- 
tional value merged, with the emphasis on loyalty to the job. There's good feeling of 
flight,of closeness of all countries, as Janice makes a round the world tour to establish 
tourist lines with a crew from Wide World Plane Company. Her work training hostesses is 
interesting, and her romance with a pilot is not improbable. The background harks back 
to the heroic work of transport nurses in the war, and the job of readjustment to peace- 
time flying. Solid, simply stated values. (March) 


Innes , Hammond Harper 
GATE WARNING $2.50 


New high in action adventure - in a story of modern piracy, treasure raising, 
of false charges of mutiny, and a fighting finish. It's a book for men- see full report 
P. 30.- This is the story of a ship which left Murmansk in 1945 with a cargo of silver; 
the Captain scuttles his ship, murders his crew, and disappears. But three escape. 

This is their story- and the story of their return. Exciting reading. (3/17) 


Millar, Margaret Random House 
IT'S ALL IN THE FAMILY $2.50 


A pre-era, junior-miss touch for the saga of Priscilla of the over-vivid 
imagination, and her younger sister, Becky, more practical but easily influenced. Against 
the background of the quietness and respectability of Woodlawn Avenue is told the story 
of the family, of the excitements of the kitchen, of animals and neighbors and the im- 
pact of family explosions. A warming setting for Priscilla's discovery of the world of 
grown-ups. A childhood postview- humor and personal delight. (Full report P. 28) (ae) 
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Weldon, Martin Crowell 
BABE RUTH $2.50 


An idealized portrait of the famous Slugger. Deep-slum, parochial school, 
baseball- such was the pattern of a life which allowed small room to develop a fine, sen- 
sitive person, and Martin Weldon, a baseball fan from way back, born and raised in Brook- 
lyn, makes the most of the Babe's colorful career in his chosen field- the games he played, 
the scores he made, the rows he had with managers, with authorities, the penalties and how 
he took them. Straight baseball- for that market. Photographs. (March). 


Curtis, George DeClyver Houghton, Mifflin 
BEES' WAYS $2.50 


A noted beeman virtually takes one-in imagination- inside a hive and allows 
one to follow the life processes of the queen bee, the swarming, the gathering pollen 
and nectar, the “home life” of the bees, caring for the young, building the comb, etc. 
The drones, the workers, the way heat is maintained in winter, the enemies and diseases, 
the teamwork - and what man has done to help, and to hinder. Fascinating nature study. 
For full report see P. 16.(3/22) | 

x3 
Gray, George W. Knopf 
FRONTIERS OF FLIGHT | $6.00 


History of aerodynamic research for the advanced amateur, in aviation, as well 
as for pilot, technician and engineer. The inside story of progress - as it really 
happened, with needs stated by Army Air, skilled teams of engineers, pilots, inventors 
set to fill the bill. Some advanced concepts are treated too lightly; some obvious, 
primary techniques are elaborately expanded. But on the whole it is a swell job- a Must 
in its field for High School and college libraries. (Full report P. 14) (2/23) 


BOOKS FOR PARENTS & TEACHERS 


Morrison, Morie Doubleday 
HERE'S HOW IN SPORTS $2.95 


A book designed to help Father teach Junior how it should be done. The author 
has a working knowledge of many sports, and in text and pictures, gives excellent point- 
ers on some two dozen American sports, varying from the obvious, baseball and football, 
to such things as weight lifting. A slight book - nobody is going to become an expert 
with its aid. But the humor and the 350 drawings put fundamentals over. (For full 
report see P. 42.) (3/25) 


Petersham, Maud & Miska Macmillan 
MY VERY FIRST BOOK $3.00 


6 pages in full color- 2 colors on almost every other page- 48 pages in all- 
but even that isn't enough to redeem the disappointment in this too blatantly obvious, 
dated baby book - or scrap book for baby's first year- or whatever you call it. This sort 
of book is sold in layette departments- for young parents who haven't learned that the 
diaper services give one free. Here is a chance missed to incorporate the best in charts, 
in the findings of experts today. The form followed was the form used two generations 
back:- date and place of birth, name of doctor and nurse, birth certificate and footprints, | | 
family tree, birthstone, lullabies, christening date, first time out, vaccination, ill- 
nesses, first tooth, first words, Pirst steps, weight, Christmases, pictures, etc. etc. 
Oh yes- a few ohenene and additions and omissions. But it’s expenaive merchandise for 
people who expect more from this gifted couple. (3/9/) 

















